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Parlez-moi

I search everywhere in the hope of finding someone who knows the salty breath of the sea,
someone who can tell me why the sound of the waves on the shore and the pure and
liquid song of the sea flow through my very being.
Speak to me of the sea. Tell me its story so that I may become a sailor.
I spoke of the prairies to the elders of my country but they could not help me. They did not understand me.
They spoke of time that is lost in forgetfulness, of loneliness, of
solitude but of the prairies they said nothing.

Speak to me of the prairies. Tell me their story so that I may be able to
see beyond the horizon.

I spoke to my mother. She knows so well all the great legendary heroes of which we no
longer speak.
She spoke to me of hope, of death, of life, of love, of giving and of grief.
But of the earth she did not speak.
Teach me the earth and the sea and the prairies so that I may understand
them. Give me the words that I need.
Speak to me of the earth. Tell me its story so that I may become its guardian.

Translation by France Levasseur-Ouimet

Permission granted to The Greenwood Singers Judi Meade to print 12 copies only. Jan. 9/2026



for Laurier Fagnan, in appreciation
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Allan Bevan was born in Toronto, and did his undergraduate studies in music at the University of Windsor,

and at Queen’s University in Kingston. His composition teachers and mentors include Istvan Anhalt, Howard
Bashaw, Allan Bell, Clifford Crawley, David Eagle, Malcolm Forsyth, Paul Mcintyre, and William Jordan.

Mr. Bevan holds the M. Mus. degree from the University of Alberta and a Ph. D. in Composition from the
University of Calgary. His choral compositions have been awarded significant prizes in Canadian, American,

and European composition competitions. Dr. Bevan’s Passion Oratorio Nou Goth Sonne Under Wode was

selected as the Outstanding Choral Work by The Association of Canadian Choral Conductors at their 2008
convention. His To Morning, a recent composition for string orchestra was awarded the Member’s Prize in the
2006 “Mozart-250" competition sponsored by Chamber Orchestra Kremlin of Moscow. He is the winner of the
2002 Ruth Watson Henderson Award for his motet Peace, and he is a three-time recipient of first prize awards

in the Association of Canadian Choral Conductor’s Composition Competitions for his music for treble voices

and piano (2000, 2002, 2004.) He has been commissioned and performed by many of Canada’s finest choirs

and by the CBC. His works have been performed, recorded, and broadcast across North America, Europe, and
Asia, and he has approximately fifty published compositions and arrangements. Allan Bevan has been described as
“an extremely talented composer of ravishing sacred choral music” by The American Organist and as a “composer
[who] obviously understands and is able to write for the voice in an uncanny fashion” (the Choral Room).

Cypress Choral Music is proud to feature 14 Allan Bevan compositions.
Please visit cypresschoral.com to study the scores while you listen to quality recordings.
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